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Answering the òHowó Questions  

 

As we travel this amazing land, doing dealer and chapter visits/HOT training/rallies, we are 

asked on almost a daily basis òhowó questions.  How do we grow as a chapter, how do we get 

more people involved, how do we get our dealer/chapter relationship to where it should be, 

how do we stop cliqueséetc.  All good questions, fair questions that need to be answered. 

 

Well the search for answers is really quite simple, RIDE.  Over thirty years ago the Harley-

Davidson, Harley Owners Group was formed.  It was formed as a RIDING GROUP NOT a 

charity group, not a social group, not a political or religious group.  It was simpleéRide and 

Have Funé 

 

How do we grow US3983037éRIDE MORE, how do we get more people involvedéRIDE 

MORE. The answer is simple, the more diverse and more exciting rides we offer people to 

take,  the more òhowó questions get answered.  As we visit with chapters, leaders and those in 

HOG but not in a chapter it is clear that chapters have lost their way a bit. 

 

The focus must be on riding, more riding-fun riding-diverse riding.  We need to offer rides to 

our members and soon to be members that take them to new places, rides that give them new 

experiences.  Simpleé 

 

As leaders and members of HOG it is incumbent on all of us to remember why we are.  People 

have millions of outlets for their charity of choice, for their political views, for their religious 

needs or not, but what we can offer is great rides on great motorcycles. 

 



 The only real question is òhowó do we ride more?  Well that answer is easy also, just do it.  Get 

members involved, have them lead rides, plan rides.  Offer rides that are short/long, 1 day/

multiple days, to food/not to food, morning/night and everything in between.   

 

Remember no one buys a Harley-Davidson to not ride it.  We simply need to give them the chance 

to ride with great people on great roads.  We need to put fun back in our rides and chapters and 

remove the everyday B.S. that comes with all the other time takers other thanéJUST RIDING 

 

So when you or your chapter start asking òhowó answer withéLETS RIDE 

If you see your H.O.G National Member number in the Newsletter you could win a $25.00 gift 

card to Buddy Stubbs contact Editor@anthemhog.com , Good luck !!! 

 

Thor Robinson   

    





 What are your feelings about it ??? 

Let us know 



 

 

Letõs face it: While motorcycles are cool, they just arenõt as safe as cars. To some people, thatõs part 

of the appeal. Living life on the edge and taking risks can be part of what makes riding a motorcy-

cle rewarding. 

 

Motorcycles can travel as fast as cars do, but lack car safety features most people take for granted. 

Motorcycles donõt have an exterior frame to absorb crash forces. Instead, the forces of a collision 

are born directly by the bike and the rider. Motorcycles also donõt have seatbelts, which increases 

the riderõs risk of being thrown off the bike in an accident. Finally, thereõs that little matter of be-

ing on two wheels. Motorcycles are simply not as stable as cars. 

 

But, riding a motorcycle doesnõt have to be an exercise in cheating death. Motorcycles may be in-

herently less safe than cars are, but there are a lot of things motorcyclists and drivers in cars can do 

to keep everyone safe. 

 

10: Take a Motorcycle Safety Course 

 

In most states, if youõre going to get a motorcycle li-

cense, you need to take a skills test. In many states, you 

also have to take a motorcycle safety class ð think of it 

as driverõs education on two wheels. Even if your state 

doesnõt require you to take a motorcycle safety course, 

you should. The class will teach you about the traffic safety laws that apply to motorcycles in your 

state, how to respond to emergency situations on a motorcycle, and give you a chance to try out 

your new skills in a controlled environment. The instructors will also give you tips about motorcy-

cle maintenance and how to avoid unsafe situations. After all, the time to learn how to recover 



from a skid on a bike is not when you go into one for the first time. Taking a motorcycle safety 

course prepares you to hit the road safely and with more confidence. 

 

The good news is, most motorcycle dealerships offer motorcycle safety courses, and some even 

give discounts or other promotional materials to people who have completed their course. If 

youõve got your heart set on a particular brand of bike, taking a motorcycle safety class from that 

dealership is a good way to get to know the brand better, and you may even be able to try out some 

of their models. 

 

9: Get the Right Gear 

 

Weõve all seen people on motorcycles in shorts and flip flops. Those people are not being safe. 

Since a motorcycle offers little protection in a crash, what riders wear is part of the crash protec-

tion system. Even if you arenõt in a crash with another vehicle on your bike, you could simply lose 

control and lay the bike down. In that situation, youõll be sliding along on asphalt. Thatõs not some-

thing you want to do in shorts. 

 

Thereõs a reason a lot of bikers wear leather: itõs strong 

enough to protect their skin if they slide along the road 

surface. Plus, motorcycle riders are exposed to other 

road hazards, like small rocks, bugs and cigarette butts, 

that people in cars are protected from. At 60 miles per 

hour (96.6 kilometers per hour), even a small rock can 

sting. Leather gear can help protect you. 

 

Of course, you donõt have to look like a reject from òEasy Rideró to ride a motorcycle. A lot of 

companies specialize in armored motorcycle gear, and itõs not all leather. You can get vented motor-

cycle jackets that keep you cool while keeping you safe. These jackets are made of lightweight, 

breathable material, but have heavy-duty amour panels in key places (along the spine, torso, shoul-

ders and elbows) to protect the wearer. 

 



8: Protect Your Feet 

 

The right shoes are also important to riding safely. To shift gears on a bike, you lift up with your 

toes ð so open-toed shoes can become painful fast. Plus, when youõre riding a bike, youõre sitting 

on the engine and exhaust system, which get hot. Itõs easy to burn your feet. Not only do open-

toed shoes like flip-flops expose your feet while on a bike, they can slip off, causing a dangerous sit-

uation. 

 

When riding a motorcycle, you want study shoes. Those shoes are the only protection your feet 

will have. Look for something with a rugged sole. Shoes with smooth soles make it easier for you to 

slip. When youõre at a stop and using your feet to balance, the last thing you want to do is slip and 

drop your bike. Motorcycle shoes should also have sturdy ankle supports and a low heel. You want 

something that makes it easier for you to balance. Look for shoes or boots in a durable material, 

like leather, for better protection. 

 

7: Ride Within Your Skills 

 

Riding a motorcycle is a skill, and like all skills, itõs something that you need to develop. While you 

may be fine to go on an easy cruise around town, it takes time to grow the skills you need to be an 

expert rider. To stay safe, make sure that you always ride within your skill level. Your friends who 

have been riding longer may be able to go super fast, weave in and out of traffic, or control their 

bikes on curvy roads, but that doesnõt mean you should. Take the time to build your skills and only 

ride in situations where you know your skills are up to the job. 

 

Of course, you should still challenge yourself ñ thatõs how your skills grow ñ but you need to do 

it in a safe, controlled way. Many motorcycle dealerships offer advanced riding courses where you 

can practice more advanced maneuvers. And, if youõre interested in motorcycle sports, itõs easy to 

find a racing school. Those schools are not only fun, but they help you safely build your skills so 

that youõre safer on the road. 

 

6: Avoid Distraction 



 

We all know distracted driving is a bad idea, but itõs worse when youõre riding a bike. One of the 

keys to staying safe on a motorcycle is staying hyper-aware of everything thatõs going on around 

you. Remember, motorcycles are tough for drivers to see ðespecially drivers in large cars or SUVs. 

You need to see and avoid them, rather than bet on them seeing you. If youõre fiddling with your 

phone or iPod, youõre reaction time is cut by several precious seconds, putting you at higher risk of 

a collision. And running into a Chevy Suburban while going 60 miles per hour (96.6 kilometers per 

hour) is no oneõs idea of a good time. 

 

In addition to the risk of distraction, taking your hands off your bike lessens your control more 

than taking your hands off the wheel of your car. Not only is steering compromised, but so is brak-

ing, accelerating and shifting. Itõs just a bad idea. 

 

If youõre on a bike, remove all temptation for distraction. Donõt wear headphones, and put your 

phone where you canõt get to it. 

 

5: Leave Enough Space 

 

One of the biggest mistakes drivers and motorcycle riders make is not leaving enough stopping dis-

tance for bikes. While itõs true that since bikes are smaller and lighter than cars, they need less 

space to stop and maneuver, they still need more than you might think. 

 

Anti-lock brakes are still relatively new on many bikes, and older models donõt have them. That 

means that bikers canõt just slam on the brakes like a driver could. Their wheels would lock up, 

theyõd lose control, the bike would drop and theyõd go for an asphalt slide. Practice stops on your 

bike in a safe environment and know how much space you need. Then, make sure you give yourself 

that much space in traffic. Leave a generous following distance between your bike and the vehicle 

in front of you, and try to keep an escape route open to the side (onto the road shoulder, for exam-

ple) if you canõt stop in time. 

 



4: Watch the Weather 

 

Because they arenõt as stable as cars, riding a bike in the rain is much riskier than driving a car. With 

only two wheels, you have half the traction of a car. Plus, without windshield wipers, your visibility 

is compromised. Finally, riding through the driving rain can hurt. 

 

When youõre preparing to go for a ride, check the weather. If heavy rain, snow or ice is predicted, 

leave the bike at home. If you absolutely must ride in the rain, donõt ride right after the storm 

starts. When rain first hits the road, it brings up oil and other residue, making the road extremely 

slippery. If you wait a while, the rain will wash away the oil and slick stuff it brought up. Give the 

rain time to clear the road for you. Then, when youõre on your way, be extra cautious. Go slowly, 

leave plenty of space for stopping, and if the weather gets worse, stop and wait it out. 

 

3: Educate Your Passengers 

 

Part of the fun of having a bike is having someone on the 

back. Having a passenger with their arms around you as you 

cruise the open road can be quite romantic. But your passen-

ger has a part to play in keeping both of you safe. 

 

Make sure anyone you carry on your bike has the right gear. 

Like you, they should wear sturdy shoes and protective clothes. You should also practice having a 

passenger, especially if theyõre bigger than you, in a safe place, like a parking lot. That will get you 

used to having the extra weight on the bike and the passenger used to how the bike feels, and how 

they need to move with you in various maneuvers. Make sure your passenger knows not to distract 

you, and what things like stopping and turning on a bike feel like, so they wonõt panic. If youõre 

carrying a young child, check the laws of your state. In many states, you need to be over a certain 

age to ride on the back of a motorcycle. 

 

2: Look Twice 



 

This tip is more for drivers than bikers, but itõs so important that itõs worth mentioning here: Look 

for motorcycles. Motorcycles are small and tough to see. That means many drivers miss them, 

causing collisions that are often fatal to the motorcycle rider. 

 

Keep your eyes and ears open for motorcycles. Lots of bikes have loud exhaust systems specifically 

to draw driversõ attention. Use that to your advantage. But you still need to look out for quiet 

bikes. Look twice before changing lanes, and always check your blind spot. A bike may be there. 

Also, before pulling into traffic, look for motorcycles. Theyõre harder to spot than cars, but taking 

an extra second to look could save someoneõs life. 

 

For riders, look twice is still a good rule to follow. Never assume that a driver sees you. Ride de-

fensively and take responsibility for staying safe around cars. 

 

1: Wear a Helmet 

 

The most important thing you can do to stay safe on a motorcycle is wear a helmet. Helmets pro-

tect your head, and head injuries are the leading cause of death for motorcycle riders. Your brain 

just wasnõt meant to be exposed. 

 

Of course, wearing a helmet isnõt enough. You need to wear the right helmet. Lots of places sell 

novelty helmets that look good but donõt protect you. Look for a Department of Transportation-

approved helmet. Those helmets have been tested and provide a minimum standard of protection. 

 

Make sure your helmet fits properly. It shouldnõt be too tight or too loose. It shouldnõt obstruct 

your vision, but it should cover most of your head. For more protection, opt for a full-face helmet 

with protection all the way around. A simple windshield can at least protect your face from bugs, 

rocks and rain, but a full-face helmet will have a piece that goes around your chin, so your face 

wonõt make contact with the road. 

 



From the Secretary 

  
February General Meeting Minutes - 2016:  Jeff Feldstein ð Secretary 
 
Minutes General Meeting:   Anthem HOG Chapter #2376, February 20, 2016   
Location:   Anthem Buddy Stubbs HOG Meeting Room 
Attendance:   Members and Guests Present:  28 
 
Officers Present: Jim Osborn (Assistant Director), Jeff Feldstein (Secretary), Jim Swan 
(Membership Officer), Jean Miller (Treasurer), Janet Benner (Activities Officer), Rodney Benner 
(Editor), Doug Heintze (Safety Officer) 
 
Officers Absent:  Rory Kraft (Director), Adrienne Coro (Photographer & LOH), Greg Stein-
hilpert (Head Road Captain), Todd Carter (Webmaster).   
General Meeting Minutes: 
Jim Osborn called the meeting to order at 10:01 AM. 
Pledge of Allegiance stated by all. 
 
Jim Osborn ð Assistant Director:   Let us start today by introducing new members and guests: 
· John and Pat Hurley ð Ride a 2015 Ultra. 
· Clive and Gloria Francis ð From Michigan, snow birds here from October to May, ride a 
2016 CVO limited.  
· Jack and Sharon Ackerman ð Ride 2015 Dyna Wide Glide. 
· Don Richard ð Ride a 2011 Rode Glide, from Dewey. 
· Morgan ð Ride 2015 Road King,  
· Rich Fuller ð Application in hand and will join today. 2014 Heritage Classic. 
Welcome to all the new members and guests.  
 
I want to talk about the Desert ride. HOG wants the chapters to have at least one open ride each 
year. What open means is that it is open to all motorcycles, not just Harleyõs and chapter member-
ship is not necessary. The Desert Ride is on the 30th of April, and as always it is to support St. 
Maryõs Food Bank. Every rider and passenger is required to sign a waiver; I have some up here this 
morning if you want to sign up today. You may also sign up online. The cost is $30.00 for the rider/ 


